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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.499

By Representatives Cooper, Fitzhugh, Towns, Richardson, Garnper, l-arry Miller,
Parkinson, Favors, Armstrong, John DeBerry, Curtiss, Shaw, Lois ÐeBerry, Naifeh,
Gilmore, Moore, Coley, Todd, Brown, Kernell, Odom, Pruitt, Johnnie Turner. Stewart,
Pitts, Mike Turner, Shepard, Lollar, l'lardaway, Tidweil, McÐaniel

and

Senators Kyle, Marrero, Norris, Tate, Ford, Harper, Herror¡

A RESOLUTION recognizing Lionel Hoilins, head coach of the Memphis Grizziies.

WHEREAS, from time to time, the members of this Genera! Assembly pause in their
deliberations to recognize those individuals who, thrcugh their basketball acumen and indelible
Ieadership abilities, have brought honor and recognition to the State of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Lionel Hollins, head coach of the National Basketball Association's (NBA)
Memphis Grizzlies, is one such individual; and

WHEREAS, since assuming the head coach posiiion in the Grizzlies' organizaiion on
January 25,2009, when he becamethe elevenih coach in Grizzlies'history, Lionel Hollins has
striven to instill his work ethic and commitment to the principles of the game of basketball in the
Memphis roster; and

WHEREAS, a graduate of Arizona State Unlversity and native of Las Vegas, Nevada.
Lionel Hollins was the sixth player chosen in the fi:'st rounC of ihe 1975 NBA draft. He was
drafted by the Portland Trail Blazers; and

WHEREAS, over ihe course of a stellar ten-year career as a player in the NBA, Coach
Hollins earned 1976 Rook¡e First Team honors, 1978 AII-Star and All-Defensive First Team
honors, and an NBA Championship as a starter for the 1977 Trail Blaze¡s; anci

WHEREAS, as a player, Lionel Hollins averaged 11.6 points, 4,5 assisis, and 1 56 steais
over 673 career games with the Trail Blazers, the Philadelphia 76ers, ihe San Diego Clippers,
the Detroit Pistons, and ihe Houston Rockets; ancj

WHEREAS, Lionel Hollins then served as an assistant coach of the Phoenix Suns from
'1988 until 1995, when he joined the Vancouverfranchise as an assistant coach, a posiiion to
which he dedicated his time and energies uniil 2007; anci

WHEREAS, returning to coaching in 2008, Mr. Hollins served as an assìstant coach for
the Milwaukee Bucks and was chosen as the ¡nterim coach of the Memphis ieam on iwo
occasions before becoming its head coach in early 2009; and

WHEREAS, no stranger to awards and accolades. Lionel Hollins has been inducted into
the halls of fame of the NCAA, Arizona State University, Nevada High School Basketball,
Southern Nevada Sports, and the Pac-10 Conference, was narned as one of ihe Top 100
Athletes of Nevada and one of the Top 150 Athletes of Arizona, and had his number 14 jersey

retired by the Trail Blazers on April 28,2007, and

WHEREAS, a firm believer in the importance of community involvement, Mr. Hoiiins
established the Lionel Hollins Bowling for Backpacks event in 1993, which has raised thousands
of dollars which are used to purchase school supolies and uniforms for underprivileged youth;

and

WHEREAS, Coach Hollins has guided the Memphis team to achieve a spectacular level
of success inthe 2O1O-2011 season, in which the team won forty-six of its eighty{wo regular
season games and secured a berth in the playoffs; and



HJR 499

WHEREAS, despite being seeded at ihe bottom of their bracket, the Grizzlies
dismantled the San Antonio Spurs in the first round of the postseason playoffs before losing to
the Oklahoma City Thunder in seven games in the second round; and

WHEREAS, Lionel Hollins has utilizeci hís signifìcant leadership abilities and his
understanding of the game of basketball to iead his players and his staff to an elevated level of
success, and it is fitting that he be recognized for his accomplishments; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED
SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING, that we recognize Lionel Hollins for his efforts as the coach of the Mernphis
Grizzlies, extending our best wishes for his every fu:ure success and happiness.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriaie copy of this resolution be prepared
for presentation with this iinal clause omitted from such copy.
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